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Safety Corner

By Felix Thornton
Perhaps the most overlooked safety concern for the stained glass worker is the presence of glass dust, especially the fine dust produced by glass grinders.  Once introduced into your workshop, the finest of this dust will pass right through a standard vacuum cleaner bag which means the vacuum is merely launching it into the air for you to breathe.

The best remedy is prevention. Keep glass out of your environment by following these steps:

1) Set up an enclosure around your grinder area with walls that will keep dust bearing water from splashing out.

2) Never dry your ground pieces of glass in a towel unless you have washed them first.  When your towel dries it will “shed” glass dust into the room. You can dry them with paper towels and place the towels into a disposal bag for direct disposal, (do not disturb them by transferring them from can to can).

3) Frequently clean your grinder and enclosure area.  NEVER DRY BRUSH YOUR GRNDER AREA! Always wet down the glass dust and wipe it with a damp cloth and towel.

Remember: Once you breather it in, glass dust NEVER leaves your lungs. 

